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Coleman Institute Conference Poster Session Statement: November 2009
TheArcLink is a non-profit dedicated to web-based information services for people with disabilities, especially intellectual disabilities, and those who support them.  We began 10 years ago with a website providing information about state service systems and provider agencies.  That site was designed under the assumption that the people using it would not have significant disabilities but would be people assisting those with disabilities.  Since then we have evolved and now put our primary emphasis on designing sites that meet the needs of and are accessible by people with intellectual (and other) disabilities.

Current projects:

TheArcLink.org: Website providing information about service systems and provider agencies in 19 states.

FindMyRoommate.org: Roommate matching service now running in 4 states with another to come on line soon.  Provides matching service for people seeking to share housing, companionship, and support services.  Allows for case manager and/or guardian involvement when appropriate.

FindFamilyRegistry.org: Automated database designed to match people “lost to the system” with family members seeking to reconnect with them.

TheDesk.org: The Medicaid Reference Desk is an extensive, accessible website designed to provide information about Medicaid and Medicaid waivers in all 50 states and the US territories.

GoVoter.org: Website for the National Technical Assistance Center for Voting and Cognitive Access.  A self-advocate-driven website addressing participation in the US election system.

Support to advocacy and self-advocacy organizations, including SABE conference sites (Self-advocates Becoming Empowered), People First of Alabama, The Arc of Massachusetts, The Arc of California, and the Joseph P Kennedy Foundation.

Development of a basic, web-based computer literacy program in partnership with People First of Alabama, Volunteers of America SE, The Arc of Alabama, UCP of Alabama, and the Alabama Developmental Disabilities Council.

Projects under discussion for the future: additional work on voting access, social networking, computer/Internet literacy for post secondary education and for seniors, enhancement of current projects. 
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