
Issue: Meeting cost and performance goals for Inclusive Cognitive Technologies (ICT) 

requires harnessing mainstream technologies, especially Web and mobile technologies. 

Needed developments:
Technical work

Cross-platform development approaches, e.g. HTML5

Universal availability of text-to-speech

Markup to allow rendering of only key content without separate content feed

Information presentation preference profiles in Single System SignOn

Remote management and configuration

Standards and regulation

Standards must support the above

Orientation toward right of access may be needed vs. technical compliance 

Research

Data on current and potential usage are badly needed

Shared efforts to include people with disabilities in user studies will pay off

Organization

Raising the Floor (http://www.raisingthefloor.net) can help focus these efforts
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Issues: This workshop explored emerging research projects, industry developments, and

international standards and practices that have the potential to support inclusive and

accessible Web technologies for people with cognitive disabilities. Twenty-two workshop

participants represented experts from industry, education, public policy, and disability

advocacy organizations.

Focus: The workshop reviewed recent technology developments and projects promoting

universal Web accessibility, including the ñRaisingthe Flooròinitiative, a national public

infrastructure initiative to design inclusive technologies into public information technologies

and standards, HTML 5, and the Web Content Accessibility Guidelines.

Results: Workshop members identified key challenges and potential strategies for making

Web content more accessible and comprehensible, especially on small mobile devices.

Discussions included the importance of usable controls to support navigation and

functionality; the value of ñinteractiondesignò,representative usage scenarios and personas

to guide development activities; and large and small scale collaboration opportunities.

Workshop participants agreed to continue discussion, debate and exploration of collaborative

activities at a newly formed Raising the Floor Cognitive Language and Learning Discussion

Groupïyou can follow the discussions at: http://groups.google.com/group/rtf-clldg?hl=en.

Web Technologies and People with 

Cognitive Disabilities

2009 Coleman Institute Workshop Results

For more information, please contact:

clayton.lewis@colorado.edu; james.sullivan@colorado.edu; jeffery.hoehl@colorado.edu

http://groups.google.com/group/rtf-clldg?hl=en
http://groups.google.com/group/rtf-clldg?hl=en
http://groups.google.com/group/rtf-clldg?hl=en
http://groups.google.com/group/rtf-clldg?hl=en
http://groups.google.com/group/rtf-clldg?hl=en
http://groups.google.com/group/rtf-clldg?hl=en
http://groups.google.com/group/rtf-clldg?hl=en
http://groups.google.com/group/rtf-clldg?hl=en
http://groups.google.com/group/rtf-clldg?hl=en


Coleman Institute for Cognitive Disabilities 

Student Design Awards for Technologies to 

Benefit People with Cognitive Disabilities

Focus: Encourage, recognize and reward group and individual student projects that result 

in technical prototypes to assist people with cognitive disabilities, their caregivers or both.

Eligibility: Undergraduate and graduate student projects in a technical, engineering, social 

impact or independent study course.

Award structure:
Silver award ïdesign, build and document a ñproof-of-conceptòprototype that addresses a

problem facing people with cognitive disabilities and/or their caregivers. The problem to be

addressed can be documented from a literature search or from interactions with local advocates,

a representative member of a disability group, associated family members, caregivers, or an

expert in a recognized cognitive disability field (developmental disabilities, aphasia, traumatic

head injury, etc.).

Gold award ïsame as ñSilveròaward criteria plus an informal assessment (a pilot study or focus

group study with a representative user or advocate) that provides (1) insights about how well the

prototype addresses the stated problem and (2) suggestions for additional improvements.*

Special recognition ïall submissions will be judged by a panel of disability experts, advocates,

and technologists for exceptional novelty, creativity, and potential impact on the disability

community, for the possible award of additional recognition.

* Note: User assessment may require local approval by institutional Human Research Committee, especially if results are to be shared or published.

For more information, please contact:

clayton.lewis@colorado.edu; james.sullivan@colorado.edu; jeffery.hoehl@colorado.edu



Coleman Institute Conference on Twitter

What is it? Twitter is a popular free social networking service that lets people send and

read short (less than 140 characters) messages called "tweets" to other members of

their social network (followers).

How does it work? Once a tweet is sent by a user, the userôsfollowers are

simultaneously notified that a new message is available from the sender. The tweet is

sent to everyone who is following the sender and the followers can decide what they

want to read. After reading a tweet, followers can decide if they want to reply with a

follow-up tweet or repeat the tweet (retweet). Since tweets are short and text based,

people are able to quickly read and respond to other people using computers and

mobile devices.

How can I use Twitter at the conference? Throughout this year's conference,

attendees are encouraged to send short messages using Twitter and label them with

#cic09 (hashtag for Coleman Institute Conference 2009). Conference attendees can

use Twitter to offer comments, highlight interesting thoughts, take notes, link to online

resources, and share ideas with other attendees and those not able to attend. The use

of the #cic09 hashtag is encouraged before, during, and after the conference.

What if I donôthave a smartphone? If you have a Twitter account, you can send and

receive tweets using any cell phone with text messaging. Simply send a text message

from your cell phone to the number 40404. Tweets sent using text messaging will work

just like tweets made through a web browser.

For more information, please contact:

clayton.lewis@colorado.edu; james.sullivan@colorado.edu; jeffery.hoehl@colorado.edu


