U.S. Department of Health & Human Services
Office for Civil Rights

The Office for Civil Rights (OCR), U.S. Department of Health & Human Services (HHS),
enforces federal civil rights laws in health and human services programs. OCR works to
eliminate unlawful discrimination in programs that receive Federal financial assistance (FFA)
from HHS and protects the privacy of medical information.

OCR enforces federal civil rights laws banning race, disability, color, age, religion, national
origin, and sex discrimination. Among others, these laws include Title VI of the Civil Rights Act
of 1964 (Title VI); Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 (Section 504); the Age
Discrimination Act of 1975; the nondiscrimination provisions of the Omnibus Budget
Reconciliation Act of 1981 (OBRA); Title II of the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 (the
ADA), and the Health Insurance Portability & Accountability Act of 1996 (HIPAA). To carry
out its law enforcement responsibilities, OCR investigates discrimination complaints and

conducts compliance reviews. In addition, the agency offers technical assistance and public
education to FFA recipients and other organizations.

Contact information for the Office for Civil Rights, Region VIII, is as follows:

Office for Civil Rights

U.S. Department of Health & Human Services
1961 Stout Street, Suite 1426

Denver, CO 80294

Voice: 303-844-2024

TDD: 303-844-3439

Toll-Free: 1.800.221.3943

For further information, please visit the OCR website at http://www.dhhs.gov/ocr




